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Summary

This paper presents members with a draft position statement on Ash dieback for comment
and approval.

Recommendation

The Partnership is recommended to approve the statement subject to any comments.

Background

The impacts of ash dieback are increasing steadily around the Shropshire Hills as elsewhere in
the country. We are commenting on an increasing number of felling licence applications
related to ash dieback, confirming this.

Whilst awareness of ash dieback is increasing, perhaps how to manage its spread less so,
raising concerns that in some cases more felling is being done than necessary, resulting in
unnecessary harm to the landscape. There are options for managing affected ash trees that
mitigate against risk to people or property.

The purpose of this statement is to highlight particular issues and sources of guidance, and
discourage and over-zealous response to the disease resulting in a faster loss of trees,
including potentially healthy or disease resistant trees.

List of Background Papers
None

Human Rights Act Appraisal
The information in this report is compatible with the Human Rights Act 1998.

Environmental Appraisal
The recommendation in this paper will contribute to the conservation of protected
landscapes.

Risk Management Appraisal
Risk management has been appraised as part of the considerations of this report.
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Community / Consultations Appraisal
The topics raised in this paper have been the subject of earlier discussions with Partnership
members.

Appendices

Appendix 1 Ash Dieback — Conserving and Managing Ash Trees and Woodlands in the
Shropshire Hills AONB

Appendix 1 Shropshire Hills AONB Partnership draft position statement
Ash Dieback - Conserving and Managing Ash Trees and Woodlands in the
Shropshire Hills AONB

Ash dieback is a disease caused by the fungal pathogen Hymenoscyphus fraxineus, since
2012 it has been spreading across the in the UK and its impact is now accelerating in the
Shropshire Hills AONB. This is important because ash is a very significant landscape tree
and because it supports valuable wildlife, both at a woodland scale and as an individual

tree.

Whilst the long-term impact of dieback on our ash trees is likely to be devastating, its
outcome is still uncertain. In the Shropshire Hills AONB we wish to limit the impact of
dieback by promoting sensitive management to safeguard remaining ash trees and
woodlands.

Ash in Woodlands:

Due to the high numbers of ash/proximity in woodlands, the increased prevalence of
fungal spores, reduced air movement and the ever-present threat of climate change, ash
woodlands will be increasingly susceptible to dieback. Nevertheless, even in severely
affected woodlands, healthy or disease resistant ash may persist, and it is important that
these trees are identified and preserved as genetic resource, to in time, allow our ash
woodlands to recover. Preference is to undertake a selective/precautionary approach to
disease management rather than undertake wholesale removal of ash in a woodland
(which has other undesirable consequences).

Field, boundary and urban trees:

Individual trees will be susceptible to dieback; roadside trees, urban trees or trees
alongside footpaths and bridleways may pose a safety risk. Management to safeguard the
public should be priority, but where there is no risk to the public (e.g. hedgerow or field
trees), the retention of the tree as standing deadwood may be an option for wildlife
habitat reasons.

How to identify dieback:
There are a variety of on-line resources with images

https://www.forestresearch.qgov.uk/tools-and-resources/fthr/pest-and-disease-
resources/ash-dieback-hymenoscyphus-fraxineus/
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https://www.observatree.org.uk/media/1222/15 0043 -one-off-literature-observatree-
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Responsibility vs Risk:

The owner of land where a tree stands is responsible for the safety of the public who
could be affected by a falling tree. Whilst ensuring public safety is paramount, the overall
risk to the public from falling trees is extremely low, and the National Tree Safety Group
publication “The Common Sense Risk Management of Trees”
https://www.forestresearch.gov.uk/documents/7073/FCMS025.pdf provides guidance on
risk assessment.

Getting Consent:

Unless the trees are dead or pose a real and immediate danger a felling licence may be
required prior to tree removal. From November 2021, in certain circumstances, in
response to increasing outbreaks and public safety concerns a simplified application
process applies. https://www.gov.uk/guidance/tree-felling-licence-when-you-need-to-

apply

If ash dieback affects SSSI woodland, permission should also be sought from Natural
England both for felling and for restocking.

For individual ash trees in a Village or Town Conservation Area or for trees with a Tree
Protection Order (TPO) Shropshire Council should be consulted prior to undertaking any
management.

In all cases wildlife surveys should be undertaken to assess for the presence of protected
species such as bats and dormice and relevant permissions obtained before trees are
felled or managed.

Restocking/Replanting:

Whilst no one tree can replace ash, consider replanting a variety of tree species, this may
help approximate the ecological gap the loss of ash of trees will create. Alternatively,
woodland recovery by natural regeneration may be considered (or supplemented by
planting), either will help to maintain more resilient woodlands.

Funding:

Countryside Stewardship Woodland Tree Health Grant:

Capital grant for farmers and land managers to restock or improve woodland after tree
health problems https://www.gov.uk/guidance/woodland-tree-health-grant-countryside-

stewardship
Defra Tree Health Pilot (Shropshire Hills AONB only):

Expands on support already available through the Countryside Stewardship woodland
tree health grant._https:.//www.gov.uk/guidance/tree-health-pilot-scheme

For more information:

https://www.forestresearch.gov.uk/documents/7277/7894 New FC Chalara leaflet dft9.pdf
https://treecouncil.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/Tree-Council-Ash-dieback-tree-
owners-guide-FINAL.pdf
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